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STATEMENT 

 

 

The College entered into a contract with Smiths Concrete Limited to take forward a planning 

application for potential mineral extraction at land near Barford. Warwickshire County 

Council has stated the site’s potential to provide minerals to meet local needs as part of its 

Minerals Local Plan 2018-32 which was adopted on 19 July 2022. Following an extensive 

consultation process and an independent examination into the soundness of the Warwickshire 

Minerals Plan by a Planning Inspector, this site was deemed to be one of the most sustainable 

sites to meet local needs during the Plan period. 

 

Zoe Hancock, Principal Bursar, comments: “The College will not allow any activity on its 

land that does not comply with the local authority’s plan and environmental and safety 

regulations. We will require the land to be returned to good order at the end of the process. 

The provision of minerals, which are required for local housebuilding and infrastructure from 

the most sustainable local sites, as identified by the Council and scrutinised by a Planning 

Inspector, are critical to ensure environmental harm is minimised whilst supporting local 

economic growth and infrastructure needs.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes to Editors 

All enquiries should be directed to Ms Iris Burke, Bursary Manager (bursary.manager@sjc.ox.ac.uk; 

(01865) 277321) 

St John’s College 

Established in 1555 as a constituent college of the University of Oxford, St John’s College fosters 

excellence in education and research and is committed to equality and diversity. It is one of the largest 

among Oxford Colleges and offers tuition in nearly every subject studied at the University. Today, St 

John's is home to approximately 390 undergraduates, 250 graduate students, 100 fellows and 25 College 

lecturers. A vibrant international community, it fosters intellectual rigour, creativity, and independence 

in its students, teachers, and researchers. The College supports a range of research activities including 

discussions, seminars, workshops, public lectures and visiting scholar schemes. While scholarly 

publication is naturally at the heart of the College’s research endeavours, the Fellowship is also 

committed to informing policy and public debate, and to teaching that is informed by research findings. 

Through the College’s work on access to all aspects of its day-to-day activities, the College has due 

regard for its legal commitments under the Equality Act to promote equality, diversity and inclusion. 
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