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ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE 

MINUTES 

A Stated General meeting of GOVERNING BODY was held on Wednesday 8th October 2025 

at 2.00 p.m. in the Senior Common Room. 

Present: The President, Professor S. J. Elston, Professor Z. Molnár, Professor P. K. Maini, 

The Revd Canon Professor W. Whyte, Professor A. Hills, Professor R. M. 

Harding, Professor H. Bouman, Professor A. Wright, Professor A. Starinets, 

Professor J. Schnell, Professor T. Burt de Perera, Professor H. Skoda, Professor 

C. Newton, Professor J. Obloj, Dr. G Kantor, Professor B. Murnane, Professor J. 

Stanyek, Professor K. Southwood, Professor Z. Olszewska, Professor I. Klinke, 

Professor C. Beem, Professor L. di Mare, Professor S. Kiefer, Professor N. 

Sugimura, Professor S. Toussaert, Professor R. Slater, Professor S. White, 

Professor E. Greensmith, Professor B. McFarlane, Dr M. Nicholls, Professor E. 

Wonnacott, Professor N. K. Jones, Ms Z. Hancock, Dr S. Campbell, Dr K. 

Doornik, Professor L. Hunt, Professor R. Lall, Professor K. J. Patel, Professor T. 

Qutbuddin, Professor A. Lak, Professor I. Williams, Professor G. Evans, 

Professor C. Munday, Professor S. Knott, Professor P. Jha, Professor E. Batyra 

Apologies: Professor M. Cannon, Professor K. Nation, Professor D. Martin, Professor S. 

Myers, Professor N. Lübecker, Professor P. R. Hayes, Professor A. Russell, 

Professor R. Ekins, Professor J. J. Pandit, Professor L. Pratt, Professor G. Rose, 

Professor R. Hoye, Professor L. Moody 

In attendance: Ms. D. Cripps 

AGENDA ‘C’  
ACTION 

1. Minutes and matters arising 

The minutes of the meetings of Governing Body held on 24th June and 15th July 2025 were 

approved. 

2. Business over the Long Vacation 

a)  Academic Office update 

The Senior Tutor updated Governing Body on operational matters in the Academic 

Office. He thanked colleagues for their continuing support. 

b)  Other business update 

The President reported on operational matters elsewhere in College that had occurred 

over the Long Vacation and updated further on the unrelated issues in the Academic 

Office. 

In discussion the Governing Body noted their duty as trustees to have formal oversight 

of College matters and requested clarification of their strategic oversight of HR 

processes and procedures, especially when there was a tension between the need for 

confidentiality and the need for trustee scrutiny. It was suggested that this might be 

achieved through a sub-committee focused on HR. It was also suggested that a 

mechanism for assessing the general working environment, such as an annual staff 

satisfaction survey, might be helpful for trustees.  

The President noted all the suggestions made and agreed to bring a proposal to 

Governing Body at a later date. 

The Governing Body agreed to make an exception to the current Recognition and 

Reward process to permit this for [] during Michaelmas Term. 
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3. Statutes Committee 

The Governing Body agreed the wording for a new By-Law XLVI – Quorum as follows: 

Major decisions, which are decisions reserved to the Governing Body in the Scheme 

of Delegation, may only be made at meetings of the Governing Body at which at 

least two-thirds of the Governing Body, who are not conflicted on that matter, shall 

have been present and voting. 

FELLOW FOR STATUTES 

 

4. Oxford North Committee 

The minutes of the meeting held on 24th June 2025 were received. 

The Governing Body agreed the subscription of [] ordinary shares [] in TWO Ltd. 

The Principal Bursar reported that there would be a fuller discussion about Oxford North at a 

future Governing Body meeting. 

It was agreed to hold a Hilary Term meeting of Governing Body at Oxford North. 

PRINCIPAL BURSAR 

5. Any other business 

The President drew Governing Body’s attention to the attendance record for 2024/25 Governing 

Body meetings. She asked for any amendments to be sent to the President’s Office. 

GOVERNING BODY 

 

 

BELOW THE LINE ITEMS – TO NOTE 

6. Conference of Colleges 

The unconfirmed reserved minutes of the meeting of the Conference of Colleges on 26th June 

2025 were received. 

 


