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ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE

MINUTES

A Stated General meeting of GOVERNING BODY was held on Wednesday 8" October 2025
at 2.00 p.m. in the Senior Common Room.

Present: The President, Professor S. J. Elston, Professor Z. Molnar, Professor P. K. Maini,
The Revd Canon Professor W. Whyte, Professor A. Hills, Professor R. M.
Harding, Professor H. Bouman, Professor A. Wright, Professor A. Starinets,
Professor J. Schnell, Professor T. Burt de Perera, Professor H. Skoda, Professor
C. Newton, Professor J. Obloj, Dr. G Kantor, Professor B. Murnane, Professor J.
Stanyek, Professor K. Southwood, Professor Z. Olszewska, Professor I. Klinke,
Professor C. Beem, Professor L. di Mare, Professor S. Kiefer, Professor N.
Sugimura, Professor S. Toussaert, Professor R. Slater, Professor S. White,
Professor E. Greensmith, Professor B. McFarlane, Dr M. Nicholls, Professor E.
Wonnacott, Professor N. K. Jones, Ms Z. Hancock, Dr S. Campbell, Dr K.
Doornik, Professor L. Hunt, Professor R. Lall, Professor K. J. Patel, Professor T.
Qutbuddin, Professor A. Lak, Professor I. Williams, Professor G. Evans,
Professor C. Munday, Professor S. Knott, Professor P. Jha, Professor E. Batyra,
Dr. J. Richards (ECR Representative), Dr C. La Rocco (ECR Representative)

Apologies:  Professor M. Cannon, Professor K. Nation, Professor D. Martin, Professor S.
Myers, Professor N. Libecker, Professor P. R. Hayes, Professor A. Russell,
Professor R. Ekins, Professor J. J. Pandit, Professor L. Pratt, Professor G. Rose,
Professor R. Hoye, Professor L. Moody

In attendance: Ms. D. Cripps
AGENDA ‘B’
ACTION
1. Professor P. Jha and Professor E. Batyra were admitted to Governing Body.
2. Minutes and matters arising

The minutes of the meeting of Governing Body held on 24" June 2025 were approved.
3. Public Sector Equality Duty

The President reminded the Governing Body of their duty under the Public Sector Equality Duty
to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and
foster good relations between different people when carrying out their activities.

The Senior Tutor also drew Governing Body’s attention to the Freedom of Speech policy.
GOVERNING BODY
4. Casberd Scholarships

The Governing Body noted the list of scholarships. The Senior Tutor agreed to confirm some
details with the Academic Office before finalising the list.

SENIOR TUTOR
5. North Senior and Beeston Scholarships

The Governing Body approved the list of scholarships.

6. St John’s College website

Ms. Cripps presented a paper regarding the need for a new College website to replace the
existing site, launched in 2016 and now showing its age. It was noted that the new system would
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have more flexible administration rights to allow for quicker updating of pages, such as Fellows’
profiles.

The Governing Body agreed to appoint TwentyThree to develop a new website, to be soft-
launched at the end of Trinity Term 2026 [] with annual hosting, maintenance and ongoing
development [].

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE

7. Research events for Michaelmas Term

The Fellow for Research updated Governing Body on her plans for the term — and academic
year — ahead, with events to bring together members of College across disciplines and
educational stages with a focus on trial and error in research and learning from failure.

Two series were being launched: ‘Behind the scenes’, a termly seminar featuring a short
presentation with the opportunity for the audience to participate in predicting research outcomes;
and an external speaker series, ‘Failing well’, focused on the concept of productive failure.

A Guide to College Research was also being developed with the Academic Office to provide
information on grants and events in one place.

The Fellow for Research encouraged Governing Body to attend the talks and to suggest future
speakers.

FELLOW FOR RESEARCH
8. Michaelmas Term 2025 calendar

The Michaelmas Term calendar was approved.

Professor Whyte noted that Lord Simon Woolley was delivering the Black History Month
Lecture on 30™" October and encouraged colleagues to attend.

9. Any other business

The Keeper of the Cellar briefed Governing Body that his report on the annual wine cellar stock
take and purchases would be available for the Week 5 meeting. He noted that the interface
between IT systems had revealed some issues that required further investigation.

KEEPER OF THE CELLAR

The Governing Body congratulated Professor Murnane on being awarded the title of Professor
of German and Comparative Literatures & Cultures.

Dr La Rocco noted some issues that the Career Development Research Fellows had asked her
to raise. The Senior Tutor agreed to follow up on these.

SENIOR TUTOR

BELOW THE LINE ITEMS-TO NOTE
10. Conference of Colleges

The unconfirmed minutes of the meeting of the Conference of Colleges on 26™ June 2025 were
received.



