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2026 FESTIVAL OVERVIEW 

THURSDAY 9 APRIL  
41 19:15 Feature Corner: Dogspiracy + Filmmaker Q&A 

 
FRIDAY 10 APRIL 
04 09:20 Mental Wealth 

05 10:20 Let’s Get Physical! 

06-07 11:00 Misconceptions 

 12:15 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Morning Blocks 

08 13:50 Distortions and Dystopias 

09 14:45 Life Support 

10 16:00 Tensions 

 17:00 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Afternoon Blocks 

11 19:00 Will They, Won't They? 

12 20:00 A Woman Wronged 

 21:10 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Evening Blocks 

 
SATURDAY 11 APRIL 
13 09:25 Animal Crackers! 

14-15 10:00 Through the Eyes of a Child  

16 11:30 Underneath  

 12:25 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Morning Blocks 

17 14:00 Acceptance 

18 15:10 Cure and Solutions 

19 16:15 Funny Thing 

 16:40 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Afternoon Blocks 

 
SUNDAY 12 APRIL 
20 10:15 Communities and Cultures 

21 11:20 Snapshots 

 12:25 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Morning Blocks 

22 13:50 Upcomers 

23 15:30 Local Snapshots 

 16:10 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Afternoon Blocks 

 
ONLINE BLOCKS  (14-18 APRIL) 

24  Bring Them Back 

25-26  From A Dark Place 

27  Life Is Difficult 

28-29  Moments 

30  The Great Divide 

31-32  To Infinity and Beyond 
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    Oxford Shorts 2026 
 

FESTIVAL INFORMATION 
33  About the Festival 

34-37  Festival Team, Award Judges and Nominees 

39-40  Block Content With Content Warnings   

42-43  Venue Map and Things To Do Information 



 

We continue to champion upcoming talent, over a third of our line-

up comes from first time or student filmmakers. We also have a few 

established names lurking in the festival – see if you can spot them! 

  

On top of the panels and short films playing Friday to Sunday, we 

also have some other amazing films to shout about! First off, on 

Thursday evening we have our Feature Corner which this year is a 

film called ‘Dogspiracy’ which will be followed by a Q&A with Dr Marc 

Abraham OBE. As if that wasn’t enough, we also have six online 

blocks which showcase almost 40 more amazing films – so be sure 

to check these out (although note these are only available from 14-

18 April!)  

 

We really hope you enjoy the 2026 line up and we can’t wait to hear 

what your favourite entries are.  

     

                                          Andrew Carslaw (Festival Director) 
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Welcome to Oxford Shorts 2026 
 

Welcome to our seventh edition, as you have probably spotted, we’ve 

been having fun with our theme this year! I’m a Bond fan. what can I 

say? After the success of last year, we decided to keep the Easter slot 

at the wonderful grounds of St John's College. What a wonder line-up 

we have for you this year! 

 

There will be 90 short films played live over three very busy days. As 

tends to be the case, this edition has struck a different tone to the 

previous edition, the tone often reflecting what is going on in the 

world. Arguably this edition feels a little darker and more drama 

based than last year. This is not to say that we don’t still have plenty 

of fun in the line up! Following on from audience feedback, we have 

created some guidance on the content (pages 38-40), just in case this 

might affect the choices of blocks you decide to watch. Of course, 

these might have spoilers, so we’ve put them in their own section 

away from the film descriptions. Once again it’s great to see that we 

have an equal split between UK and International entries. 
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three onsite venues, with over 90 films being 

played. Our line-up included the 2019 BAFTA-

award winning animation Roughhouse and a 

special interview with Academy Award-

winning visual effects supervisor Paul J. 

Franklin (Oscar wins for Inception and 

Interstellar). 

 

The pandemic forced the festival online for 

2020. We played 135 entries over eleven weeks 

from 8 May to 23 July. Each week, we held live 

Q&A chats with filmmakers, and ran a number  

About The Festival 
 

Oxford Shorts celebrates the diversity and 

creativity of short films. We believe short films are 

an art form in themselves, ideally one which 

should be experienced together. We look for great 

stories with strong characters, unique voices, or 

evocative worlds that are designed to stir 

emotions. 

 

Our inaugural festival ran on Saturday 23rd March 

2019 at St John’s College, Oxford. Tickets to the 

event sold out extremely quickly. The day 

attracted over 200 audience members across 

Oxford Shorts 2026 
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of talks and masterclasses with our 

friends and sponsors. In 2023, we 

rebranded from ‘Oxford International 

Short Film Festival’ to ‘Oxford Shorts’. 

2025 introduced features to our 

Programme.  

 

We are delighted to say ‘Feature Corner’ 

has returned again this year. 2026 marks 

our seventh edition. This time we will play 

129 short films with live screenings and 

online blocks. 
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 The festival registration desk is on the Auditorium entrance. It will be open at 10:00am each day. Please make sure you collect your wrist band before 

you enter the screening venue.  If anyone has mobility considerations, please let us know in advance so we can advise/help. Please note the 

Auditorium can be tricky to find. Please follow the signage on the day and we strongly recommend you look at our online video tour in advance: 

https://youtu.be/DSKYsVeGCRc     

Please note: No food or drink can be taken into the screening venue 
 

 
ONLINE FILMS 
 
All festival films including six Online blocks (Bring Them Back, From A Dark Place, Life Is Difficult, Moments, The Great Divide, To Infinity and Beyond) 
will be made available from 14-18 April. You will be able to access the links by visiting the following URL:  
 
https://www.oxfordshorts.co.uk/onlinefriends/2026.php 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

MAP OF ST JOHN’S COLLEGE 
 

Please enter the venue via the FRONT LODGE on St Giles Street (post code:  OX1 3JP)  

For additional information please visit the following page: https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/discover/visit-us  
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 Museums 

• Natural History Museum and Pitt Rivers Museum – Explore these famous museums and their collection of historical artefacts  

https://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/  and  https://www.oumnh.ox.ac.uk/ 

• Ashmolean Museum – Visit the Ashmolean to relish at it’s collection of historical pieces spanning hundreds of years and from all over the 

world https://www.ashmolean.org/  

 

Sights of Interest 

• Bodleian Library – Visit the World-famous Bodleian library which houses over 12 million items and is the 2nd largest library in Britain. 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/  

• Bridge of sighs – The Bridge of Sighs is one of Oxford’s most recognisable landmarks 

• Oxford Castle and Prison – Explore 1000 years of Oxford within these old buildings https://www.oxfordcastleandprison.co.uk/ 

• University of Oxford – The main reason to visit Oxford, take in as many colleges as you like as you visit the city 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/visiting-oxford/visiting-the-colleges?wssl=1  

• Oxford University Parks – Take some  time and explore the University parks for free and revel in the peace and quiet they hold 

https://www.parks.ox.ac.uk/article/1   

 

Shopping  

• Westgate shopping centre – If shopping is your thing, check out the latest shopping centre in the heart of Oxford boasting over 100 shops, 

restaurants and cinema https://westgateoxford.co.uk/  

• The Oxford Covered Market – The Market has been open since 1774 and is the perfect place to explore the various stores http://oxford-

coveredmarket.co.uk/  

 

Fun Activities  

• Oxford Ghost Tour – Take a tour around the spooky parts of Oxford in the city’s own historical ghost tour 

https://www.oxfordghosttours.com/  

• Thirsty Meeples – If board games are your thing, you should check out Thirsty Meeples, the board game café in the heart of the city centre, 

be sure to book though! https://thirstymeeples.co.uk/  

• Oxford Ice Rink – If you fancy a spin in the ice, take a trip to the Ice Rink and glide round the rink https://www.fusion-

lifestyle.com/centres/oxford-ice-rink/  

• Punting – Take a trip on the world famous Oxford Punts and take a trip up the River Thames http://www.oxfordpunting.co.uk/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THINGS TO DO IN OXFORD 
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