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2026 FESTIVAL OVERVIEW 

THURSDAY 9 APRIL  
41 19:15 Feature Corner: Dogspiracy + Filmmaker Q&A 

 
FRIDAY 10 APRIL 
04 09:20 Mental Wealth 

05 10:20 Let’s Get Physical! 

06-07 11:00 Misconceptions 

 12:15 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Morning Blocks 

08 13:50 Distortions and Dystopias 

09 14:45 Life Support 

10 16:00 Tensions 

 17:00 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Afternoon Blocks 

11 19:00 Will They, Won't They? 

12 20:00 A Woman Wronged 

 21:10 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Evening Blocks 

 
SATURDAY 11 APRIL 
13 09:25 Animal Crackers! 

14-15 10:00 Through the Eyes of a Child  

16 11:30 Underneath  

 12:25 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Morning Blocks 

17 14:00 Acceptance 

18 15:10 Cure and Solutions 

19 16:15 Funny Thing 

 16:40 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Afternoon Blocks 

 
SUNDAY 12 APRIL 
20 10:15 Communities and Cultures 

21 11:20 Snapshots 

 12:25 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Morning Blocks 

22 13:50 Upcomers 

23 15:30 Local Snapshots 

 16:10 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Afternoon Blocks 

 
ONLINE BLOCKS  (14-18 APRIL) 

24  Bring Them Back 

25-26  From A Dark Place 

27  Life Is Difficult 

28-29  Moments 

30  The Great Divide 

31-32  To Infinity and Beyond 
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    Oxford Shorts 2026 
 

FESTIVAL INFORMATION 
33  About the Festival 

34-37  Festival Team, Award Judges and Nominees 

39-40  Block Content With Content Warnings   

42-43  Venue Map and Things To Do Information 



 

We continue to champion upcoming talent, over a third of our line-

up comes from first time or student filmmakers. We also have a few 

established names lurking in the festival – see if you can spot them! 

  

On top of the panels and short films playing Friday to Sunday, we 

also have some other amazing films to shout about! First off, on 

Thursday evening we have our Feature Corner which this year is a 

film called ‘Dogspiracy’ which will be followed by a Q&A with Dr Marc 

Abraham OBE. As if that wasn’t enough, we also have six online 

blocks which showcase almost 40 more amazing films – so be sure 

to check these out (although note these are only available from 14-

18 April!)  

 

We really hope you enjoy the 2026 line up and we can’t wait to hear 

what your favourite entries are.  

     

                                          Andrew Carslaw (Festival Director) 
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Welcome to Oxford Shorts 2026 
 

Welcome to our seventh edition, as you have probably spotted, we’ve 

been having fun with our theme this year! I’m a Bond fan. what can I 

say? After the success of last year, we decided to keep the Easter slot 

at the wonderful grounds of St John's College. What a wonder line-up 

we have for you this year! 

 

There will be 90 short films played live over three very busy days. As 

tends to be the case, this edition has struck a different tone to the 

previous edition, the tone often reflecting what is going on in the 

world. Arguably this edition feels a little darker and more drama 

based than last year. This is not to say that we don’t still have plenty 

of fun in the line up! Following on from audience feedback, we have 

created some guidance on the content (pages 38-40), just in case this 

might affect the choices of blocks you decide to watch. Of course, 

these might have spoilers, so we’ve put them in their own section 

away from the film descriptions. Once again it’s great to see that we 

have an equal split between UK and International entries. 
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